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Natural uranium

2.1 What is Depleted Uranium (DU)? 

Depleted uranium (DU)

2.2 Some Characteristics of Uranium 

2.3 The Possible Health Effects of Depleted 
Uranium
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2.3.1 Radioactivity of DU 

2.3.2 Radiation toxicity of DU 

2.3.3 Chemical toxicity of DU 
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The change made in 1977 at Genova Convention 
Article 35

Article 35

The 36th article of 
Protocol 1

The 51st article of the same 
Protocol 

The Humanitarian Law Rule 44

Methods and means of warfare must be 
employed with due regard to the protection and 
preservation of the natural environment. In the 
conduct of military operations, all feasible 
precautions must be taken to avoid, and in event to 
minimize, incidental damage to the environment. 
Lack of scientific certainty as to the effects on the 
environment of certain military operations does not 
absolve a party to the conflict from taking such 
precautions.”
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United Nations

UN
General Assembly 

Resolution

USA, France, GB and Israel which are 
accepted as the main DU producers opposed in the 
voting.
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